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Dear Holy Family Parishioners, 

Per Bishop Doherty, the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana has decided to lift the 

suspension of in-person liturgies beginning the weekend of May 30-31. It is important 

that you read all of this letter to understand some very important safeguards we are 

putting in place at Holy Family to continue social distancing and keep everyone safe. 

Indiana’s health protocols for places of worship advise: 

 Anyone with a cough, fever or who may otherwise be feeling sick, should not 

attend Mass in-person. 

 All individuals who are 65 or above or who have an underlying at-risk health 

condition should stay home. 

This letter contains information regarding our parish plan as of today and we 

acknowledge that adjustments may need to be made. Please consult the St. Paul website 

page “Moving Forward with Faith” for the most up-to-date information. We will try to 

communicate any changes as quickly as possible. This will be done on the website 

(www.stpaulcatholicmarion.org), through text notifications on the St. Paul parish app and 

updates on their Facebook page (@StPaulCatholicMarion).  

This transition requires patience and flexibility. As we try to communicate any changes 

clearly and quickly, it is inevitable that things will be misunderstood, miscommunicated 

or may not be what we expected, or that for which we may hope. If, at any point, this is 

how you feel, then I would encourage you to return to this source and double check. We 

will try to be as clear as possible but if after all this you still have a question, please 

submit a question using the online form found on the “Moving Forward with Faith” page 

of the St. Paul website. 

I want to say how happy I am with the way our faith community has adapted and am 

looking forward to seeing everyone when circumstances allow you to return to in-person 

Sunday Mass. I understand that not everyone will be able to attend and appreciate your 

patience as we navigate this process. Please know I will continue to pray for each of you. 

To Jesus through Mary, 

 

Fr. Christopher Roberts 



 RETURNING TO IN-PERSON MASS BEGINNING MAY 30-31 

To comply with guidelines provided by the Diocese of Lafayette-in-Indiana, we will 

employ the following measures: 

Dispensation and Health Considerations 

 Bishop Doherty announced that the dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday 

and Holy Day Masses under the pain of mortal sin is still in effect through August 15. 

 No one is required to attend Mass during this time, but is encouraged to watch a live-

stream of the Mass. 

 Those persons 65 and older and those with underlying medical conditions are urged 

not to attend any liturgies or sacraments at this time. 

 All volunteer ushers will be screened by taking their temperature upon arrival. 

Mass Schedule and Notes 

 Holy Family will offer Saturday Vigil Mass at 5:00 PM. 

 St. Paul will offer 3 Masses each Sunday to help spread out attendance. They will be 

at their regularly scheduled times of 10:00 AM, 12:30 PM (bilingual) and 5:00 PM. 

o The 10:00 AM Mass will be live-streamed on the St. Paul website and 

Facebook page. 

o Schedule of Masses is subject to change. 

 A priest cannot celebrate Mass on Sunday more than 3 times (cf. Code of Canon Law, 

Canon 905). 

 Our seating will be approximately one-third of our normal capacity. 

 Everyone MUST wear a facemask when entering and during their time in the 

building. 

o All facemasks should be appropriate and not include scarves, bandanas, masks 

with faces/skeletons, etc. 

o If you arrive without a facemask, we will have a limited supply available with 

a suggested donation of $1.00 each. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrances for everyone to use before entering. 

 We will be using the term family units to define a group of people who live together 

or spend time together without following social distancing guidelines. For example, if 

you currently spend time in a person’s home (related or unrelated) without following 

social distancing, you are a family unit. 

 There will not be servers or music during Mass. 

 Holy Communion will be distributed after Mass. (See below for information) 

 You are asked to follow the instructions of the usher team as they will be trained in 

the required guidelines for returning to in-person Mass. 

 

 

 



Arrival at Mass 

 Everyone is to enter and exit using the front doors at Holy Family, which will be 

propped open. At St. Paul, use the Narthex doors. 

 Doors will open no later than 15 minutes prior to the start of Mass. 

Seating for Mass 

 Ushers will direct everyone to their seat. 

 Seating will be based on family units. Please have your family unit attend the same 

Mass and arrive together so that we may seat you together and provide more seat 

space for other family units. 

 In most cases, a seating space is for one to two persons. If you have more than two 

persons in your family unit, you may be given the entire pew. 

 We have marked pews with areas for seating, leaving 6 feet between seating spaces. 

 Pews that are roped off are not to be used. 

 We will attempt to make extra seating available throughout the church to 

accommodate as many parishioners as possible within the diocesan guidelines. 

 Please sit where an usher seats you and remain in that designated seat space. 

 Note that you may be unable to attend Mass if we have already reached our 

seating capacity when you arrive. Some parishioners may only be able to attend 

Mass and/or receive Holy Communion once per month or less. 

Dismissal after Mass 

 Those who wish to receive Holy Communion will be asked to sit. 

 Ushers will dismiss those not receiving Holy Communion by row and you are to exit 

thru the front doors of Holy Family, or Narthex at St. Paul. 

 You need to exit the building immediately so that the church may be cleaned. 

Holy Communion 

 Receiving Holy Communion at Mass is not obligatory. 

 Holy Communion will be distributed after Mass. 

 When we are ready to distribute Holy Communion, ushers will release the faithful by 

row. 

 If you desire to receive Holy Communion on the Tongue, we ask that you wait until 

the end of Holy Communion in order to be the final communicants, limiting possible 

virus transmission. 

 The faithful should follow the social distancing marks on the floor when proceeding 

to the Holy Communion station. 

 After receiving Holy Communion, please exit using the front doors at Holy Family, 

or the Narthex at St. Paul. 

 

 



Confession 

Confessions may begin June 6 with continued social distancing protocols. A schedule 

will be forthcoming. 

Confirmation 

Confirmation may be celebrated in July. We are currently working on the plans for this 

and those involved will be contacted. 

First Holy Communion 

First Holy Communion may be celebrated beginning in mid-June. We are currently 

working on the plans for this and those involved will be contacted. 

Initiation 

We will be working with the diocese to put a plan in place and will be in touch with those 

involved. 

Weddings, Funerals and Baptisms 

Weddings, funerals and baptisms are permitted as long as we follow the Guidelines for 

Returning to Worship from the diocese. These will not be held as part of Sunday Mass. 

Contact the Parish Office for information regarding scheduling. 

Other Notes 

 The church will remain locked outside of scheduled Mass times. 

 The Parish Office remains closed to foot traffic until further notice. 

 Youth activities, such as Youth Group, will not begin until school activities are 

allowed to resume in Indiana. 

 Vacation Bible School at St. Paul will be held virtually. Watch our website and social 

media for information. 

 If you cannot attend Mass in-person because we have reached our seating capacity, 

we apologize. Please be patient and remember that dispensation is in effect until 

August 15.  


