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Service-Learning Project Assists Seniors
A Community Foundation Partnership
St. Paul Catholic School participated in
the Community Foundation of Grant
County 2017 Youth Grant program. The
goal of the youth grant program is to
teach kids how to be philanthropic in
their community. The program breaks
the concept of philanthropic giving into
three sections. The first is for students to
complete a unit on philanthropy to help them understand what it means to give
back. The second part has the students apply the learning to their school by
identifying a need and utilizing approved grant funds to fulfill the need. The
students then apply what they have learned beyond their school by using the
remainder of the grant funds to address a need in their community that they
have identified.
Sixth grade students learned the concept of philanthropy and service-learning
through the use a unit from the Learning to Give website titled, A Plethora of
Philanthropy. As part of this unit, students wrote down what they knew about
philanthropy. The class brainstormed what they could do to promote or provide
philanthropy in our community and what that would look like. This was
followed by a discussion of the term “community” and its meaning. As part of
the discussion, they talked about the ways they have helped our community,
telling whether it was through time, talent or treasure. Some examples of
philanthropy that students gave were donating items or money, singing for
others, helping elders in different ways and serving lunch to those in need.
To apply the philanthropy unit, sixth grade teacher Mrs. Sherri Strickland
challenged the students to think of how they could use their talents or time to
aid people in the community. Students reviewed a variety of ideas and selected
to focus on finding ways to improve the quality of life for senior citizens
throughout the Marion/Grant County community. (continued on page 2)

A Message from
Father
Weisenberger
Recently someone was complaining
to me that it was too cold. I responded
that before long people would be
complaining about the heat. We have
probably all heard the expression,
“Everyone talks about the weather
but no one does anything about it.”
This cliché is obviously true. It does
interest me that some people have
a hard time accepting that the
temperature they prefer is not what
everyone else likes. Of course this
applies to other aspects of life as well.
My preferences are not necessarily
yours. A significant aspect of maturity
is accepting that reality. Expressions
such as “Everyone thinks…” and
“We all want…” are almost never
accurate. This summer as you are
complaining that it is too hot, know
that I would love to be bailing hay.
In the same way I need to accept
that your love for winter weather is
not completely outrageous. Again,
accepting these differences in terms
of weather is trivial, accepting them
in other facets of life can be very
significant.

Evidence of Excellence Auction Recap
The 32nd St. Paul Auction was an
evening to be remembered. There
were numerous new donors making
the selection of items even better.
Attendance was the highest it has
been in recent years with more
than 190 supporters enjoying time of
fellowship and giving. After enjoying
a delicious meal from Gunner’s Grill,
guests raised their glittered paddles to try to be the highest bidder on items such as
outdoor furniture, gift certificates to sporting events and much more. As a result of
the support of underwriters, the donation of auction items, the generosity of those
attending and the help of volunteers, the evening was a success! The very popular
question now is how much did the auction raise to help with student scholarships.
While the numbers are still being finalized, it is estimated that the event raised
nearly $51,000! Thank you to everyone who helped to make the event a success
and for continuing to support St. Paul Catholic School. You truly make a difference!

Grant Continued
This winter the class organized a schoolwide collection of hygiene items for
Cambridge Square residents, a senior living community in north Marion. The
students then visited the apartment community and worked together with the
residents to make bags of the hygiene items and enjoy snacks and fellowship. The
sixth grade met with the residents again in early May to play games. The students
have enjoyed their time with the residents, knowing that some residents do not
have family or friends visiting them.
After visiting Cambridge Square, the students identified assisting more seniors in the
area as the community need they wanted to address with the community portion of
the Youth Grant. Mrs. Liz Wright, Executive Director of the Marion-Grant County
Senior Center, was invited to visit with students about how this organization serves
the community. Students learned that their programs include serving lunch daily,
games, recreational activities and health screenings. Wright shared that funding
these important programs for seniors in the community is a challenge as the funds
to run the programs come from donations or grants. The Senior Center serves many
senior citizens each day, improving their quality of life by providing them with food
and fellowship. The students determined that providing the community portion of
the Youth Grant as a monetary donation to the Marion-Grant County Senior Center
would help to address a community need. Wright said that the funds will be used to
purchase food supplies so the Senior Center can serve lunch to the community. To
further apply their learning, the students visited the Senior Center at the end of May
to help serve lunch and play games.
Students were also asked to identify needs at the school that funds from the Youth
Grant program could be applied toward. They identified the need of new items for
the Physical Education Department. Items chosen were new scooters and basketballs to replace those items in poor condition. The students researched these items
to find the best deal, both in price and quality of the items. These new items will be
used by all students at the school as part of their physical education class.
The Youth Grant program offered through the Community Foundation of Grant
County has provided a hands-on way for the students to learn what it means to be
philanthropic and the different ways you can do so within your community. They
were honored to be able to apply their learning to help fulfill needs within their
community by giving of both their time to serve others and funds to provide needed
items.

ST. PAUL STUDENTS TODAY

Preschoolers guessed which egg was
raw & which was hard boiled.

Pre-K students enjoyed an afternoon tea at
the Hostess House.

3rd grade reenacted the
Washing of the Feet on Holy
Thursday.
Five students earned
perfect attendance for
the school year!

2nd graders learned
about the people who
live & work in a typical
community as part of
JA in a Day.

Last day of school fun
with Field Day activities.
On Good Friday, students
reenacted the Stations of
the Cross.

Libby Miller was recognized for earning
560.9 Accelerated Reader points this
school year. She is only the 3rd person
to reach 500 points since the school
started the program!

The after-school Nature Club
helped clean up the St. Paul
campus as they learned to
reduce, recycle & reuse.

Future St. Paul Alumni - the Class of 2023.
Kindergarten students celebrated
graduation in late May.

A Message from
Principal Cindy
Mauman
While school is out for the summer
and most students are off playing in
swimming pools or participating in
sports, there remains the buzz of small
voices in these hallways. St. Paul is the
host school for the Psi Iota Xi Sorority’s
Speech and Hearing summer clinic.
Several of our teachers are also in the
building providing summer school for
students. A weeklong S.T.E.M. camp,
Camp Invention, just wrapped up with
32 students attending from grades K – 6.
Soon the vacation bible school will be
held. Coming in October, St. Paul
students will experience their first
exchange student as we participate in
the Jump the World Program. A school
family will host a sixth grade student
from Guatemala for 8 weeks this fall.
(More about this in our fall newsletter.)
While I tie up yearend reports here in my
quiet office, I reflect on the past school
year and how quickly the year went by.
As sixth graders graduate and leave us
and kindergartners graduate to first
grade, again we are reminded of how
quickly time goes by and how precious
each moment is that we have with each
student. I am excited to report that we
continue to grow! We currently have
110 students enrolled in K – 6 for the
fall. That number is an increase of 14
students from this school year. Both
preschool classes are full with students
on a waiting list. The growth of St. Paul
School is in no small part due to the
support of our current families who
continue to spread the word about the
great things they see happening here.
The support of time, talent and treasure
from our parish cannot be overlooked.
I wish you and your families a blessed
summer filled with happy memories of
time with family and friends.

ALUMNI THIS & THAT
Note that the year listed for alumni is the last year the class an individual was a member of attended St. Paul/Bennett.

GRADUATIONS

HONORS & AWARDS

Eastbrook High School
Christopher Fairbanks, 2011, will study business
administration at Ball State University.
Marion High School
Caleb Davis, 2011, will attend Ball State University in their
architectural program.
Angel Cruz, 2011, is undecided in his plans.
Ian Reynolds, 2011, will attend Indiana University Bloomington majoring in biotechnology.

Ian Reynolds, 2011, received scholarships from St. Paul
Parish, Knights of Columbus., Dick Lootens Memorial,
David Alan Dimick Memorial and the Community
Foundation of Grant County for over $12,500 in total
scholarships.
Meredith Sharlow, 2011, was awarded a Ball State
University Presidential Scholarship.
Aimee de las Alas, 2012, was inducted into the National
Honor Society at Marion High School. (corrected)

Meredith Sharlow, 2011, will study nursing or biology
at Ball State University.
Graciela Volz, 2011, is undecided in her plans.
Oswego High School
Connor Stark, 2011, will attend Waubonsee Community
College in Sugar Grove, IL where he received a scholarship
to play tennis. He will study computer science.

Greer Decker, 2012, earned top honors for artwork
submitted to the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards at the
Fort Wayne Museum of Art. She earned four Gold Keys,
for her works titled “They’re Here”, “Doll Face”, “The
Battle” and “Unexpected End.” She also earned an
Honorable Mention for her work titled “Long Forgotten.”

WEDDING BELLS
WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
James Eakins, 1955, is retired and resides in Kalispell, MT
with his wife Prudie. They have two grown daughters.

Arianna Reynolds Morrell, 2007, married
Ronald Morrell on June 10, 2017.

Alumni Get Involved

Michelle Backs Bunker,
1993, volunteered for JA in
a Day. Pictured to the left of
Michelle is her daughter
Gigi who is a member of the
Class of 2020.

Across Generations

Laura Gartland
Millspaugh, 1992,
is an aide in the
pre-K classroom.
Laura’s children
also attend St.
Paul Catholic
School.

Arianna Reynolds
Morrell, 2007,
shared her love of
art with students as
an after school
activity.

Mariann Morgan Pearcy, 1969,
volunteered as presenter in her
grandson Cohen’s kindergarten
classroom for JA in a Day.

Lori Zech Miller, 1974, and Jason Miller,
1993, recently celebrated the graduation of
Libby Miller, 2017, a third generation alumni
from their family.

Keep us updated!

Please check: I am a(n)

Alumnus/a

Parishioner

Friend of St. Paul

___ Mr. ___ Mrs. ___ Ms. ___ Dr. ___ Fr. ___ Sr.

First Name

Please update your contact
information if you move and
include a note telling us a little
about what you are doing now.

Maiden Name (if applicable)

Street Address
Home Phone

City

Zip Code

Email
Last Grade Attended at St. Paul/Bennett

Occupation/Title
Matching Employer

State

Cell Phone

St. Paul/Bennett Graduation Year
Cut out this slip and mail it to us at
the address below. You are also
welcome to update your
information by contacting
Kelly Scher by calling
765-662-2883 ext. 110
or emailing
kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com.

Last Name

Employer
Y

N

Spouse

Alumnus/a Y (Year _____) N

Child

Age

Child

Age

Child

Age

Child

Age

Tax Credits Available for Your Contribution
Along with other schools in the Lafayette Diocese, we
have partnered with The Institute for Quality Education,
a scholarship granting organization (SGO). By donating to
this Organization, in an account designated for St. Paul
Parish School, an individual, or a corporation, is eligible
to receive a 50% CREDIT against their Indiana State Tax
Liability and may be able to claim the full amount of their contribution
as a reduction in taxable income on their Federal Tax Return.
Although there are no limits on the size of a qualifying contribution to
an SGO, the entire tax credit program has a limit of $12.5 million in
credits per state fiscal year (July 1st – June 30th). You should check with
your accountant or the State of Indiana regarding the availability of the
credit before making a contribution.
Your contribution helps St. Paul students whose families fall below 200%
of the federal free and reduced lunch program’s income guidelines are
eligible to receive scholarships from this Organization. Once granted,
the scholarship is available to the student each subsequent year as they
move through the school, pending the availability of funds. Also,
students who receive a SGO scholarship are eligible for a State of
Indiana Choice Scholarship (voucher) in
subsequent years, as long as they meet the
income guidelines.
If you are interested in learning more,
please contact parish Business Manager
Karen Browder at 765-664-6345 or
kbrowder@stpaulcatholicmarion.com or
check with your accountant.

This year’s raffle was one for the
record books as $11,500 was returned
to the scholarship fund! Thank you to
everyone who purchased a ticket.
The winners are:
$10,000 Prize Winner:
William H. Rea
$1,000 Prize Winner:
Dr. Robert F. & Tracy Jackson
$500 Prize Winner:
Lucas Bunker
$250 Prize Winner:
Rose Marie Ducharme

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC SCHOOL
1009 W KEM ROAD
MARION, IN 46952
Return Service Requested

Upcoming Events
July 16

Parish Picnic

August 8

New Family Meeting

August 8

Back to School Night

August 10

First Day of School

August 23

Ice Cream Social

Update your status!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
NEWEST ST. PAUL ALUMNI THE CLASS OF 2017!

Share news of your marriage, new
child, awards,
graduations & location.
Please provide information on those
who have passed away.
All information may be emailed to
kscher@stpaulcatholicmarion.com.

